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We would like to hear 
from you.  Please direct any 
comments or alumni news to 
Kathy Allen at kathy.allen@usu.
edu
435 797-0501
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It’s time for our annual update on the LAEP Department.  This year, 
I find myself  in the new and unusual 
position of  writing the introductory 
message.  The Department is 
once again experiencing change 
of  leadership, with the departure 
of  Elizabeth Brabec to become 
Department Head at the University 
of  Massachusetts.  As would be 
expected, Elizabeth was accompanied 
in the move by her husband (and 
fellow LAEP faculty member) Peter 
Kumble.  While their opportunity 
move back close to family in the East 
presents us with obvious challenges, 
we certainly wish Peter and Elizabeth 
all the best and thank them for their 
contributions to the Department. 
National searches are currently 
underway to fill both positions, 
and we are confident that we will 
continue the LAEP tradition of  
excellence with their replacements.  
     Prof. Tamara Shapiro has also left 
LAEP to focus on the completion 
of  her PhD at Rutgers.  Tamara held 
the position of  the Sumner Margetts 
Swaner Professor, and chair of  the 
Green Space Institute for the last 4 
years.  Currently we do not have a 
replacement in the Swaner position 
and are searching for an assistant 
professor and Department Head 
positions.  The program has been 
enriched by the contributions of  
several very talented adjunct faculty, 
all graduates of  the LAEP program, 
who are helping us through this 
temporary period of  instructional 
need. 
     Good things continue to happen 
at LAEP.  Recent graduates have 
been in great demand by employers, 
many of  them alumni like yourselves, 
seeking the strong qualifications 
that have come to be expected of  
our students.  This past spring, we 
could easily have placed twice the 
number of  graduates available. 
Thanks no doubt to the awareness 
of  this booming job market, fall 
’07 enrollment in lower division 
undergraduate classes is up nearly 
50%.  The first year graduate class is 
the largest in history, with students 
from coast-to-coast bringing diverse 
interests and backgrounds to the 
MLA studio (see bios in this InSites).  
     Our advisory board continues to 
meet on a regular basis, providing 
helpful guidance regarding 
curriculum, technology, development, 
and other areas.  Several curricular 
changes have been instituted in recent 
years as a direct result of  their input.  
This year we are offering an in-house 
computer course in the freshman 
year, teaching Cad as specifically 
applied to landscape architecture, 
combining tools from Sketchup and 
Photoshop.  We have instituted a new 
travel requirement for all students, 
aimed at broadening horizons to the 
national and international setting of  
the profession.
     We are appreciative of  the 
generous donations we receive from 
alumni and other friends of  the 
Department.  Development has taken 
on an increasingly large role in the 
Department, as funding for higher 
education from the State Legislature 
continues to diminish.  Our needs 
are huge.  Scholarships to attract 
and support worthy students allow 
us to remain competitive with other 
universities.  Funding for technology 
upgrades is a constant need in this 
world where nothing stays the same 
for very long.  Support for student 
and faculty travel is sorely needed.  
And the ability to expand our 
teaching capacity, whether through 
permanent faculty lines, adjunct 
instructors, or guest studios, to meet 
the growing demand for landscape 
architects in the job market, presents 
a challenge not being met by other 
funding sources.
     Lastly, on a bittersweet note, we 
face the retirement of  Professor 
Craig Johnson.  To many of  us, Craig 
IS LAEP.  Over his 41 years with 
the Department, he has helped to 
educate over 90% of  all students to 
have graduated from the department.  
His teaching and research abilities 
have been widely recognized in the 
professional and academic world.  
We will toast Craig at an official 
retirement celebration on May 10, 
2008.  Watch for more information 
on this event, and mark your 
calendars!
Sincerely,
from Michael 
Timmons 
the Interim 
Department Head
Greetings
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LAEP CHARRETTES– 2007 & 2008
For the past five years the department of  LAEP has planned a charrette to provide community planning 
experience for every student.   David Bell is constantly in 
contact with communities in Utah and nearby states who 
would appreciate ideas and possible solutions to the issues 
facing their towns -- from rapid growth to revamping main 
street and public spaces -- the students have tackled the job 
and produced plans for the communities of  Richmond, 
Tooele, Heber City, US Hwy 89 corridor in San Pete 
County and just recently finished the City of  Logan.  
     In February, 2007, students and faculty traveled to US 
Highway 89 for an initial site visit.   Kanab in the southern 
end of  the state of  Utah to Fairview just above the middle 
has been designated by the US Congress as a Heritage 
Highway.  The director of  the Heritage Highway asked if  
the department would provide plans for a portion of  that 
highway, specifically Sanpete County from Gunnison to 
Fairview which is called “Little Denmark”.   The purpose 
was to discover potential and future opportunities for the 
Sanpete County portion of  the highway in order for the 
communities and county to best take advantage of  their 
new designation.
     Involved in the San Pete County charrette was LAEP, 
USU Extension; the Department of  Sociology (John 
Allen); Utah Main Street; U.S. 89 Heritage Highway 
Corridor; Mayors & City Councils from Gunnison, Manti, 
Ephraim, Spring City, Mt. Pleasant and Fairview; Sanpete 
County; UDOT; and some private practitioners.  From 
within the department we included over 120 students and 
the entire faculty.  The students were divided into 15 teams 
with freshmen to grads represented on each team. The 
teams each had a faculty or private practitioner advisor and 
was assigned a specific community and a specific topic to 
explore. 
    The charrette started on February 5th and ended on the 
9th., 2007 for an intense week of  work.   
     In the first week of  March the students presented their 
A crowd in February.  All students are taken on the initial site visit.  Over 
100!
The teams work together, 
faculty, grad students and 
undergrads, community 
leaders and professionals, 
to develop new plans and  
designs unique to each 
community
work in a public meeting in the Ephraim City Hall. 
They hung over 40 posters that illustrated more ideas 
and information than you can imagine. 
Needless to say the Heritage 
Corridor folks and the 
communities were pleased. 
Many newspaper articles 
have been written and 
private consultants have 
been hired to implement 
some of  the ideas. 
  Logan City
The 2008 charrette was 
completed on February 
1, 2008 with 14 teams set 
up to assess Cache Valley 
from the Idaho border 
to southern corridor of  Hwy 89/91.  Logan City 
Development Director and LAEP alumni Jay Nielsen 
came to the charrette kick-off  meeting on January 28 
to impress upon the students how important their work 
will be to the city.  Logan will hire consultants later in 
the year and present the student work as preliminary 
designs and suggestions for the future of  Logan.
Planning for the Future - Real World 
Experience
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The USU Student Chapter of  the ASLA  participated in National 
PARK(ing) Day, September 21, 2007, 
a nationwide public art project which 
celebrates parks and promotes the 
need for more parks and open space 
in America’s cities.
     Spearheaded by the Trust for 
Public Land, Parking Day began,      
in a single metered parking spot in 
San Francisco and then spread around 
the world.  People who want more 
open space, less traffic, and safer 
streets joined together.
     Around the nation, inexpensive 
curbside parking results in increased 
traffic, wasted fuel, and more 
pollution. It’s time to rethink the 
way streets and parking lots are used. 
Imagine what you can do in a space 
usually dedicated to private vehicle 
storage..
     Seniors in Professor Caroline 
Lavoie’s Urban Theory, Systems 
and Design class led the design and 
construction of  four (4) 10’ x 20’ 
PARK(ing) spaces at various locations 
throughout the USU Campus. The 
students came up with the following 
creative displays.
Park-Arting-an art student and their 
large easel will be available for quick 
sketches and caricatures in various 
media with a small lawn area for 
relaxing and resting with a shade tree 
and bench.
Breaking the Impervious Mold-
recycled concrete and a large, 
abstract sculpture of  a sledgehammer 
breaking through the asphalt 
pavement allowing the beauty of  the 
natural landscape and grassy area to 
reclaim the space lost to parking lots.
Beach-a fun beach theme complete 
with sand, water, music, volleyball, 
balloons, bright colored balls and 
beach blankets along with a few beach 
chairs, a grill and fresh lemonade to 
enjoy while your feet feel the warmth 
of  the sand underneath you.
Walk More, Drive Less – Shoe 
Parking Lot-an art installation 
bringing attention to the need for less 
traffic on our roads, a full-size parking 
stall will be inscribed with dozens of  
smaller parking stripes and stalls for 
the “parking” of  shoes
Park(ing)
        Day
National
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On September 22, after a long, hard day installing 
the landscape at the Habitat for 
Humanity the students of  the 
ASLA were fed well at the yearly 
ASLA welcome barbeque.  This 
year’s barbeque was generously 
sponsored by the Utah ASLA 
chapter.  It was held in the FAV 
courtyard, which was wonderful 
considering we are all so familiar 
with it.  The afternoon was rainy 
and chilly, but that didn’t detract 
the masses from coming up and 
enjoying some delicious food.  The 
usual hamburgers (with veggie 
option!), hotdogs, chips, drinks, 
and shish kabobs were cooked up 
and served.  Students, faculty, and 
alumni alike sat, ate, and mingled 
for a couple hours.  All in all, the 
day was a huge success.  The only 
thing that could have topped it 
would have been if  the Aggies had 
won the football game that night.  
Oh well, maybe next year!
Welcome Barbeque
On September 21 and 22, the students of  the ASLA were 
hard at work on this year’s service 
project.  The project, put together 
and headed by Kevin Jensen, was 
installing a landscape at the new 
Habitat for Humanity house 
in Logan.  This project stemmed 
from a Landscape Architecture 
departmental honors contract that 
Kevin completed spring semester 
of  2007.  For this contract, he 
agreed that if  KUSU radio received 
the required number of  pledges, 
he would donate a landscape plan 
to that year’s Habitat for Humanity 
home recipient family.  Well, 
KUSU did receive the right number 
of  pledges and in return Kevin 
donated a landscape plan to the 
family and completed his honors 
contract.  
     The donated plan was nice, but 
it seemed as though something 
more was necessary. The family 
appreciated the plan, but they 
didn’t exactly know what to do 
with it, and it was clear that paying 
for a landscape installation wasn’t 
in their plans for the near future. 
So Kevin coordinated with the 
Student ASLA, and it seemed like 
a natural progression to make this 
project the department service 
project for the 2007-08 school year. 
     The biggest challenge of  the 
project was materials.  Because 
there was no budget for the 
project, all materials had to be 
donated or bought with donated 
money.  It was quickly discovered 
just how hard it is to design around 
a budget and materials that don’t 
exist.  However, after pursuing 
materials from local businesses and 
with the help of  the student ASLA, 
the means to make the project a 
reality came together.  Right up 
until the installation day students 
were actively pursuing materials.
On Friday, September 21, the 
festivities really got started.  Kevin, 
and a few die hard students 
trenched the front and back yards, 
laid the pipe, backfilled, graded, 
and laid the sod for the house.  
This prep work took all day, but 
when it was done, they yard was 
ready to be landscaped.   At 8 am 
on Saturday, September 22, the 
hordes of  loyal ASLA students 
arrived at the house ready and 
willing to help out.  They cleared 
beds, planted, added hardscape, 
and made the place look beautiful 
and tidy.  The students of  the 
ASLA were rewarded for their two 
days of  hard work when, after it 
was all finished, they could see 
a  beautifully designed yard for 
someone who may not have been 
able to afford it.
Service Project
by Liz Pedersen
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Just for fun - Halloween Coffee Break 2007
Dress up like the faculty and Pumpkin carving contest!
This year for the 
Halloween Coffee Break, 
the student chapter of  
ASLA hosted a pumpkin 
carving contest and a 
“Dress Like the Faculty” 
contest.  They also 
sponsored snacks of  
apples with carmel dip 
and some cider.  The 
junior and senior class 
fought neck and neck for the pumpkin 
carving contest, with the seniors 
coming out on top. But the junior 
class blew the competition out of  the 
water when they showed up in full 
force dressed up as the entire faculty.
Students from left to right in back are:  Jamey Bromley,  Zac Vane, Jake Lott, Jen Wilcox, Ben Levenger, Mike 
McClellen, Jordan Kofed, Mark Hirschi, front - Katie Gomm, Michael Hancock and Elizabeth Pedersen
Liz Bowman
Shannon Webb
Luke Wester
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2007 Distinguished Alumni
Every year the faculty select several alumni to be awarded as 
Distinguished Alumni based upon 
their outstanding contributions to the 
field of  landscape architecture.   Four 
people were honored at the LAEP 
Awards Banquet on April 13, 2007
Prashanta Bhat came to Utah State University in 1989 to pursue a 
degree in Landscape Architecture. 
Coming to cold, sparsely populated 
Logan from India was not easy.      He 
attributes his being in the profession 
to Utah State University’s strong 
LAEP program.  The program really 
grounded him with a strong foundation 
in the field of  landscape architecture. 
While at Utah State, Prashanta was 
involved in various university activities 
including serving as President of  the 
International Students Council.  
     Upon his graduation in 1992, 
Prashanta went to University of  
Pennsylvania to pursue a Master of  
Landscape Architecture degree, and 
eventually returned to India in 1996 
to open a new landscape architecture 
Prashanta Bhat
BLA - 1992
Prashanta in Temple Square with
Helen Cannon whom he calls his
American ‘adoptive’ mother
Michael Fotheringham received his MLA from Utah State 
University in 1978.  His bachelor’s 
degree is from Brigham Young 
University.  
  Northern California has been his 
focus for the last 25 years, completing 
residential, recreational and 
commercial projects.
     MD Fotheringham, Landscape 
Architects, Inc.,  was established 
in 1992 and holds registration as a 
Landscape Architect in California and 
Nevada.
     He has served as Northern 
California Chapter President of  the 
American Society of  Landscape 
Architects, and Director of  the 
California Council of  ASLA.  He 
contributed to program curriculum 
development and directed graphics 
and design studios at the University 
of  California at Berkeley, UC 
Extension Certificate Program in 
Landscape Architecture from 1981 
to 1987.  He was a Visiting Lecturer 
at the University of  Davis in the 
Landscape Architecture Program 
from 1994 to 2004.  Currently he 
Fotheringham
MLA -1978
Michael 
design wing in his father’s horticulture 
business.  In 2000, he branched 
out to start THE LANDSCAPE 
COMPANY.  The Landscape 
Company is today involved in design 
with projects all over India.  In 2006 
Society Interiors awarded Prashanta 
the Honour Award in Landscape 
Architecture category for The 
Landscape Company’s contribution 
to the profession in India. Prashanta 
also contributes by writing to various 
journals and teaches part-time at 
various design colleges in Bangalore.
     In 2001, with the help of  a grant 
from Marie Eccles Caine Foundation, 
Prashanta came to USU to do a 2 
week charette with senior students.
     Prashanta has spent extended 
period of  time in France and speaks 
French, besides English, Hindi, 
Kannada and other local Indian 
languages.   Prashanta is a member 
of  the LAEP advisory board and 
traveled from India to attend the fall 
‘06 & ‘07 meetings.
serves as a member of  the Arts 
Commission in Walnut Creek, 
California.
     The City and County of  San 
Francisco awarded Michael and 
April Philips winners and design lead 
for the $25 million Union Square 
Improvement Project.  The redesigned 
Union Square opened in July, 2002.
     Michael has been the recipient of  
numerous awards including: American 
Society of  Landscape Architects - 
Student Honor Award, 1978;  National 
Peace Garden Design Competition 
Traveling Exhibition Finalist, 
1989; and the American Society of  
Landscape Architects, Northern 
California Chapter, Award of  Merit, 
1992.  MD Fotheringham won the 
design competition for Pleasanton 
Central Park, Pleasanton, California.  
The firm has been selected by the 
Pleasanton City Council to consult 
with the City on various planning and 
implementation phases of  the 318-acre 
park project.  
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Christopher Sands received his Masters Degree in Landscape 
Architecture and Environmental 
Planning from Utah State University 
in 1994 and his Bachelor of  
Landscape Architecture degree 
from the University of  Georgia in 
1991. He is a Licensed Landscape 
Architect in the State of  Utah and 
a nationally Certified Planner who 
serves as Principal and Planning 
Division Manager at BIO-WEST, 
Inc., in Logan, Utah.  BIO-WEST 
is a 35-person, multi-disciplinary 
environmental consulting firm 
serving Federal, State, and local 
government agencies, as well as 
private companies, throughout the 
United States and Canada.  BIO-
WEST has been providing context 
sensitive environmental services 
since 1976.  The corporate offices 
are located in Logan, with a satellite 
office in Austin, Texas.
     Chris’ studies and work experience 
emphasize natural resource analyses, 
resource management planning, 
recreation and open space planning, 
and land-use and community 
planning throughout the North 
American west.  He possesses over 
20 years work experience, including 
15 years with BIO-WEST.  Prior 
to moving to Utah in pursuit of  
his Masters degree, Chris spent 12 
months over three summer seasons 
with the U.S. Forest Service in Alaska 
executing visual resource management 
and recreation planning projects on 
the Tongass National Forest.  While 
living in Georgia, he owned and 
operated a successful landscape design 
and property maintenance business 
for over 9 years while obtaining his 
high school and B.L.A. degrees.  
     Now living in Young Ward, 
Utah, Chris is a founding member 
of  the Cache County Agricultural 
Advisory Board (2002), the first 
board of  its kind in the State of  
Utah, and is a member of  the LAEP 
Advisory Board (2003) at Utah State 
University, the first board of  its kind 
at USU.  Chris also serves as a Board 
of  Trustees member for the Stokes 
Nature Center in Logan Canyon 
(2004) and was appointed to the 
Cache County Planning Commission 
in 2007.  He is the recipient of  two 
Utah Governor’s Quality Growth 
Commission awards, one for Critical 
Lands Planning (2005) and another 
for Planning and Design (2006).  
Christopher Sands
MLA - 1994
Michael Schneider
BLA- 1981
Michael Schneider is the founder and principal designer of  
Orange Street Studio.  Intimately 
involved with each project from the 
conceptual design to the construction 
phase, Michael believes in carrying 
through good ideas on paper into 
actual physical spaces.
   He has 25 years of  professional 
experience in landscape architecture 
and urban design, bringing a wealth 
of  design, planning and construction 
experience to the company.  As a 
project manager/designer at Sasaki 
Associates, Los Angeles, he was 
responsible for the renovation of  
Ventura Pier, the master plan for 
the Santa Monica Beach Prominade 
improvement, the Sen Golf  Course 
complex in Sendai, Japan; at Carr-
Lynch, Cambridge he was project 
designer for a wide range of  
projects including parks, housing 
developments, and large scale urban 
developments.  He has served as 
visiting critic at Cal Poly Pomona 
School of  Architecture & Landscape 
Architecture, and the University 
of  Southern California Planning 
Department.  He has participated in 
the American Institute of  Architecture 
Urban Design Committee and the Los 
Angeles Forum for Architecture and 
Urban Design.  
   He received a citation award from 
the American Institute of  Architects 
Portland Chapter for Park Northwest 
Project.  In 2003, he received the 
Design Merit Award for the Emerson 
Residence from the American Society 
of  Landscape Architects.
   Michael Schneider holds an MLA 
from Harvard Graduate School of  
Design and received his BLA with 
honors from USU.  He has been the 
recipient of  Travel Fellowships in 
Europe and the Middle East, and as 
a student received an ASLA award of  
honor.
2007 Distinguished Alumni
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Sustainable Landscapes Conference 
only looking at the negative aspects.  This was followed by 
Scot B. Townsend, City Manager from Lindsay California 
who discussed several community projects that were 
implemented with the input of  the community and the 
local leaders.  The sports complexes and revitalized public 
spaces were great examples of  what can be accomplished if  
done the right way.   
     The conference wrapped up with keynote speaker 
Kenneth I. Helphand and his lecture about the human 
need for beauty.  His historical work documented that even 
in wartime or other times of  great social disruption, people 
have created gardens and quiet space for interacting with 
nature.
     The conference had a special flow with each speaker 
leading into the next and  should be commended on its 
interesting and boundary-pushing topics.  The conference 
brought up some interesting sociological topics that 
designers too often overlook.
Third year graduate students Alissa Salmore, Dustin Wiberg  and Craig Houston with help from 
undergraduates and other graduate students in the department 
put together an amazing Sustainable Landscapes Conference 
in April of  ‘07.    The theme combined landscape architecture 
with other sociological issues to take a critical look at the social 
equalities and inequalities we are perpetuating with our designs.  
The conference kicked off  with Raphel Sperry’s discussion 
about our prison system designs, and how he believes our 
current system creates more criminals.  He was followed by 
Jeff  Sheen and Keith Christensen and their lecture about our 
social responsibility to design for people with disabilities, so 
they can enjoy the same levels of  independence and equality as 
the rest of  society.   They brought photos to show the audience 
simple solutions for park picnic tables, entries on homes and 
public places that do not require ramps and many other thought 
provoking ideas.   
     The next speaker, Daniel B. Hess, talked about reducing 
barriers to multi-modal transportation.  In his study he tracked 
employment possibilities for people in poverty based upon the 
availability of  mass transit in upstate New York.  
    After a short lunch break, the conference jumped right into a 
discussion about asset based rural community development by 
Dr. John C. Allen.  John is a professor of  Sociology at USU 
and Director of  the Western Rural Development Center.  He 
stressed the need for community input when creating designs 
projects and defining what is good about a place, rather than 
April 2007 - Equality of Life: Realizing 
Social Justice and Human Dignity 
through Design
left to right - Ben George (conference 
organizer in training), Alissa 
Salmore and Craig Houston
Dustin Wiberg
April 9, 2008 - Surviving the Future:  An Anthology of Sustainable Societies
Eccles Conference Center - Logan
This year’s sustainable Landscapes conference is being 
headed up by Dan Bolin, Ben George, Megan Dunford, and 
Brian Mazzola.  They have come up with the theme for the 
conference, and recently released the Mission Statement:
 Issues of  preservation and sustainability have concerned 
societies throughout time. Responses to these issues have often 
succeeded but some have failed. As a result of  various failures, 
our planet is spiraling toward ecological instability.
 Despite our past mistakes as a civilization, a new trend 
is emerging towards renewable energy, sustainable agricultural 
engineering, and architectural practices. Continuing this 
momentum and learning from the successes and failures of  our 
past will help to ensure a prolonged and secure future.
 The Sustainable Landscapes Conference in 2008, 
organized by the Landscape Architecture and Environmental 
Planning students, will focus on bettering the issues facing our 
society today by examining sustainable practices of  the past, 
present, and future.
 The conference will be divided into three sections: 
pre-historical practices, present day approaches, and 
potential scenarios for the future. The first group of  
speakers will examine the practices of  prehistoric cultures 
from an archeological perspective, what worked and what 
has not leading eventually to the destruction of  these 
societies. The second group of  speakers will discuss current 
sustainable practice trends in agriculture, architecture, and 
renewable resources. The third group of  speakers will 
theorize on what practices may be the standards for our 
future cities.
 For more
 information, check 
them out online at
 www.usu.edu/laep/
sustainablelandscapes
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Marie Eccles Caine Foundation Distinguished Speaker Series
Katherine Gustafson
William Johnson
The LAEP Department has been fortunate to bring in internationally acclaimed landscape architects with a grant from 
the Marie Eccles Caine Foundation.  Typically, the speakers arrive 
for one action-packed day starting with an informal discussion with 
LAEP students and faculty, lunch with ASLA officers, providing 
crits in the afternoon with one of  the studios, followed by a formal 
speech given to students and any members of  the community who 
wish to join in. 
Kathryn Gustafson 
brings over 25 years of  
distinguished, international 
practice to Gustafson 
Guthrie Nichol. Kathryn’s 
award-winning landscapes 
and structures can be 
found throughout Europe, 
North America, and the 
Middle East. 
Kathryn’s recent work 
may be found in 
such projects as the 
Westergasfabriek 
Culture Park in 
Amsterdam, the 
National Botanic 
Garden of  Wales, the 
Seattle Civic Center 
and City Hall Plaza, 
the Diana, Princess of  Wales Memorial Fountain in 
London, Seattle’s McCaw Hall Opera House, and The 
Garden of  Forgiveness in Beirut, Lebanon.
Spring Semester - ‘06
Spring ‘06
Bill Johnson is co-founder of  
Johnson, Johnson and Roy in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan which expanded 
to a multi-office firm.  He was a 
professor of  landscape architecture 
at the University of  Michigan 
from 1958-89 and Dean of  the 
Natural Resources College from 
1975-83.  His recent works combine 
CAD systems and artistic skills in 
planning and design in Lake County, 
Illinois, dowtown and waterfront 
development in Holland, MI and 
Richard Haag
Fall 2007
Richard Haag, Landscape Architect 
of  Seattle, was recently awarded the 
ASLA Design Medal in honor of  
his exceptional accomplishments in 
design.  His creativity and sensitivity 
to the natural environment 
and adapting re-use of  existing 
structures and facilities has been 
expressed in more than 500 built 
projects on which he has worked.
He is the Founder and Professor 
Emeritus of  the Department 
of  Landscape Architecture at 
the University of  Washington.  
Mr. Haag teaches and lectures 
internationally while practicing as 
principal of  Richard Haag & Associates.
Mario 
Schjetnan
Spring - ‘08
Mario Schjetnan 
will speak in Logan 
on February 25th at 
1:30 in the Eccles 
Conference Center 
Auditorium. Mario 
Schjetnan G. was born 
in México City. He 
studied Architecture at 
the National University 
of  México, UNAM 
(1968). Obtained a Master’s Degree in Landscape 
Architecture with emphasis in Urban design at the 
University of  California, Berkeley in 1970. In 1985 he 
was appointed Loeb Fellow in Advanced Environmental 
Studies, by GSD at Harvard University. He is a founder 
partner together with José Luis Pérez of  Grupo de 
Diseño Urbano (GDU), a firm established in 1977 in 
México City with projects in Landscape Architecture, 
Architecture and Urban Design. 
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Slovenian Exchange Program
For the Fall 2007 semester, the LAEP department was delighted 
to welcome Sara Tvacar and Nina 
Vidrih as foreign exchange students 
from the University of  Llubjana, 
Slovenia.  Hailing from Kranj (Sara) 
and Grosuplje (Nina), they came to 
America hoping for an adventure, 
and that is what they have found. 
     The girls registered both 
the junior and senior studios 
--Recreation/Open Space Design, 
and Urban Theory Systems and 
Design, plus Computer Applications 
in Landscape Architecture, which is 
a great variety to introduce them into 
how Americans approach design.  
They are a delight to have in class, 
catching and pointing out issues that 
many students tend to overlook.  
     Their personalities and attitudes 
have encouraged the junior class to 
accept them with open arms.  They 
have eagerly been invited on vacation 
to places such as Yellowstone and 
  Marcus Pulsipher
The last LAEP student to travel to Slovenia was Marcus Pulsipher 
for spring semester, 2006.   Marcus 
graduated in May, ‘07 with his BLA.  
He shared some thoughts of  his 
Slovenian experience.
     “The educational experience I 
have received in Slovenia extended 
well beyond the walls of  the 
classroom as I had a chance to 
mix, mingle and become friends 
with students from the world over 
(Portugal, France, Spain, Scotland, 
Italy, Czech Republic, Croatia, 
Austria). I got to know the faces of  
the different people, and the faces 
of  the varied European landscapes 
and cities as well: from the Adriatic 
Coast of  Italy to the Alps of  
Austria, from the medieval streets 
of  Slovenian countryside towns 
and the renaissance inspired (or 
transformed) cities in Italy to the 
Socialist designed industrial cities 
still thriving fifteen years after the 
fall of  the Iron Curtain. 
     All I can say is that I am 
very grateful that I study at a 
University and in a department 
that not only facilitates these kind 
of  experiences but encourages 
them as well. I would urge every 
student to take advantage of  these 
opportunities, but most especially 
those that are studying Landscape 
Architecture. Our profession 
is so deeply rooted in the ideas 
and discoveries of  Europe. Ideas 
that have been born out of  
centuries of  adapting, improving, 
or revolutionizing those held 
previously. Looking at the streets 
of  Ljubljana you can still see the 
form of  the original roman grid; 
you can still see the medieval city 
walls. It is a city that has a future 
because it knows its past.” 
By Liz Pedersen, LAEP junior
    
    
 S
ar
a 
Tavcar                    Nina Vidrih
Sara and 
Nina:
Sovenian’s  
enjoy fall in 
Cache Valley
Bryce Canyon, as well as on local 
trips to the White Owl, the Cache 
Valley Gardeners’ Market, and bike 
rides around the valley.  Sara and Nina 
are wonderful to have around for the 
semester, and are able to keep the 
American students on their toes! 
American in Slovenia
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Craig Johnson’s Retirement
Gus, we sure will miss you!
After 40 years of  teaching at USU, spring semester ‘08 will be Craig Johnson’s last semester teaching.  He and 
wife Judy are moving to Minnesota, where we assume Craig 
will pursue fishing and hunting full time.
     Of  course he will not drop off  the map as there are so 
many agencies and communities who still need his help on 
projects, or organizations who still want him to speak, but 
we will miss having him around on a daily basis.  
      LAEP has graduated over 1200 students and almost 
every one has been taught by Craig Johnson.  His teaching 
evaluations have always been at the top of  the scale and 
unprecedented numbers of  MLA students have benefitted 
from working with Craig on grants and having him on their 
thesis committees.
     We are planning a retirement bash for all former alumni 
so mark your calendars for May 10, 2008.  Please RSVP, 
because Craig is so popular space may be limited.  If  you 
can not attend, but still wish to write your good wishes to 
Craig we will accept those as well and compile a keepsake 
book for him.  You can send your letters or photos to 
Kathy Allen, 4005 Old Main Hill, Logan UT  84322-4005.
There had to be the day, but still it comes 
too soon...
In the past 40 years 
Craig Johnson has 
taught nearly every 
graduate of  LAEP 
and always with top 
teaching evaluations.
PARTY 
May 10, 2008 at the Logan Golf  & 
Country Club
710 N 1500 East, Logan
RSVP to Kathy Allen
kathy.allen@usu.edu
The Craig Johnson Fund for 
Excellence
In honor of  Craig Johnson, LAEP and the College of  HASS will be establishing a Fund for Excellence from 
donations collected on the occasion of  Craig’s retirement.
     This fund will be used by the Department to bring in 
professionals from around the country to lecturer and 
instruct in studios, provide assistance to students for help 
in fulfilling the departmental travel requirement.
     Donations can be made through a check sent directly 
to the Department attention Kathy Allen, 4005 Old 
Main Hill, Logan UT 84322-4005 or by logging on to the 
Development Office website www.usu.edu/advancement.  
On the website you will find a link for ways to give.  There 
is an option for credit card payments or direct deposits.  
Make sure and specify the Johnson Fund for Excellence.   
Even if  you send to the department, Kathy will make sure 
you receive your yearly tax contribution form from USU.
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Advisory Board
he Department would like to acknowledge and thank 
the dedicated alumni and other professionals who wish 
to serve on the LAEP advisory board.  Every year 15 or 
20 board members pay their own way to attend our fall 
meeting. They provide the department valuable feedback 
regarding visions for the future of  the profession; and are 
a non-threatening sounding board for students to voice 
their needs and concerns, or point out what they think is 
working well.   Advisory board members take notes and 
Providing the Professional Touch report back to the department head and faculty.    Several members who work in Logan or Salt Lake return 
during the annual Charrette to help the students develop 
their plans.  Chris Sands can always be counted on to be a 
team leader and help the group develop their presentation 
materials.
left - Jay 
Bollwinkel, SJ 
Camarata and 
Sharen Hauri talk 
with students. 
 
Right - Mark 
Raming shares his 
experience
Keith Christensen (USU 
Center for Persons with 
Disabilities) also helps 
with the annual charrette 
and for the past several 
years has provided GIS 
instruction in our classes.  
He taught Site Analysis 
this fall.
     In addition to lending their ear and expertise many of  
the departmental donations come from advisory board 
members.  Through their generous support the department 
is able to purchase equipment and software for LAEP 
students.  
     At the last meeting the equipment committee heard 
from the students about the need for a new plotter and 
other printing options.  With advisory board donations 
we were able to purchase a state-of-the-art Canon plotter 
and new large format HP printer.  Donations of  software, 
and help with printing and mailing costs and several 
scholarships have also been given by board members.   
T
Advisory Board Members - 2007
Joe Alfandre      Troy Anderson
Allysia Angus      Rick Barrett (Chair)
Prashanta Bhat      Jay Bollwinkel 
Gerald Brown       Terrall Budge   
S.J. Camarata                  Charles Carter  
Keith Christensen      Walter Cole  
Mark Dawson      Joe Donaldson 
Geoff  Ellis                    Don Ensign  
David Garce     Kelly Gillman  
Cari Goetcheus     Larry Harmsen 
David Hatch     Jennifer Hawkes 
Chuck Houghten    Randal Jackson  
David Jensen                  Mark Johnson  
Todd Johnson     Bruce Jorgensen 
Peter Lassig      Bruce Maw   
Steve Mullen      Jay Nielson  
Paul Parker       Mark Raming
Chris Sands (Board Secretary)      Brenda Scheer 
Bob Smith      Rob Sweeten 
Dave Tibbets      Kort Utley  
James Webster      Craig Widmier  
Gordon Williams
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Assistant Professor Malgorzata “Margie” Rycewicz-Borecki 
joined the Department at in the 
fall of  2005.  Margie completed 
her Bachelor of  Landscape 
Architecture from the University 
of  Illinois’ School of  Fine Arts in 
1997 and her Master of  Landscape 
Architecture from the University 
of  Michigan’s School of  Natural 
Resources in 2005. She is a 
registered Landscape Architect in 
the State of  Illinois since 2001. 
     
Margie traveled to Poland with the 
Ryerson Traveling Fellowship to 
study the Branicki Palace Garden 
in Bialystok during the second half  
of  1997. Previously to coming to 
USU, Margie worked in two well 
established landscape architecture 
firms in Chicago, The Lakota 
Group, and Wolff  Clements and 
Associates. During this time she 
managed a number of  private 
and public projects including 
redesign of  the city owned Garfield 
Community Center in Chicago 
to a newly proposed Fox Meadow 
subdivision development in a 
Chicago suburb. 
     
Margie adds a solid base of  
landscape architecture’s basic design 
and construction principles to the 
curriculum and a two-tiered research 
interest in cultural landscapes and 
on-site sustainable storm water 
practices. In 2006, she was successful 
at securing a grant to research the 
perceived effectiveness of  on-site 
storm water BMPs in northern Utah. 
Masters students Saadia Ahmed, 
MLA ‘07 and Benjamin George 
completed a major portion of  this 
research. Margie presented the initial 
results at the USU Spring Runoff  
Conference in Logan, Utah and the 
ISSRM Conference in Park City.      
   
     
This year, she and two colleagues 
from the USU Plant, Soil and 
Climate Department were awarded 
the Advance Research Grant 
entitled “Functionality Assessment 
of  Cache Valley Storm-Water Best 
Management Practices Based on 
Plant Community Composition.” 
Masters student Colleen Corballis is 
working closely with Margie to carry 
out the research this fall and next 
spring semester. 
     
Margie has also been presenting and 
publishing her research regarding 
the cultural landscape of  the Tsar’s 
garden in Bialowieza, Poland. She 
presented a paper entitled “The 
Tsar’s Hunting Palace Garden 
in Białowieża, Poland: Shaping 
Today’s Public Space to Preserve 
a Historically Private Past” at the 
CSLA/CELA Shifting Ground 
Conference in Vancouver, Canada 
(June 2006) and another paper 
entitled “Deciphering Gender Roles 
at the Białowieża Forest Hunting 
Palace During Late Nineteenth 
Century Imperialist Russia” at the 
Art of  Gender in Everyday Life 
IV Conference in Pocatello, Idaho 
(April 2007). She also published 
a paper entitled “A case study of  
The Tsar’s Hunting Palace Garden 
in Białowieża, Poland; landscape 
globalization in nineteenth century 
Central Europe and a search 
for the identity of  place” in the 
Globalisation and Landscape 
Architecture: issues for education 
and practice 2007 conference 
proceedings. 
     
This semester Margie is focusing on 
her research and publication (after 
giving birth to her second daughter 
this past May) with the assistance of  
the Advance Transitional Support 
Pilot Program Grant. This grant 
has relieved her of  her teaching 
assignments during the fall 2007 
semester by providing funding to 
hire a replacement lecturer to teach 
the Basic Graphics course. However, 
she continues to participate in the 
development of  the new LAEP 
1300 Introduction to Computer 
Software course and she is working 
with the Plant, Soils and Climate 
Department to facilitate a two-credit 
irrigation course. 
    
Strengthened by her professional 
practice experiences, Assistant 
Professor Borecki believes that 
students need a foundation of  core 
skills that are best understood using 
a hands-on learning approach. She 
brings this belief  into both the 
Basic Graphics and Construction II 
courses. 
Margie Borecki
                    Assistant Professor
Faculty
Margie in the center of  students working 
on the City of  Logan Charrette
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The past year has been exceedingly busy for Prof. Timmons, with 
numerous projects layered on top of  
teaching and the interim department 
head responsibilities.  Mike is the 
principle investigator of  the Gold 
Rush International Historic Trail 
project for the National Park Service.  
The project is an assessment of  
alternatives for the creation of  a 
comprehensive international historical 
trail system in AK and NW Canada, 
based on historical Alaska Gold 
Rushes.  The goal of  the project is 
to identify alternative approaches to 
creating an international historical 
trail system.  The area encompassed 
by the Klondike Gold Rush (Seattle 
to Eagle) has been selected as a 
demonstration project to examine 
the tourism, education and 
economic benefits of  such a system 
to a community. Mike traveled to 
Dawson City and Whitehorse, in 
the Yukon Territory, and Skagway, 
Haines, Juneau, Ketchikan, Sitka, and 
Wrangell, Alaska, during the scoping 
process in August.
     Mike is also completing a Cultural 
Landscape Inventory (CLI) for the 
Little Bighorn 
Battlefield National 
Monument. On 
this site in SE 
Montana, on June 
25, 1876 occurred 
the famous 
encounter between 
five northern tribes 
and Custer’s 7th 
Cavalry, commonly 
known as Custer’s 
Last Stand. The 
project involves 
the inventory and 
documentation of  natural systems 
and features (topography, riparian 
and prairie upland zones, native and 
historic vegetation) and built elements 
(buildings, structures, circulation 
features) on the site to determine 
their historic significance.  
On another project, Mike is working 
with Prof. Craig Johnson to develop 
a comprehensive and long-term 
Vegetation Management Plan for 
Pipe Spring National Monument 
in northern Arizona.  The plan will 
define the critical natural, cultural and 
historic resource priorities related 
to the park’s vegetation and provide 
vegetation  management strategies for 
the entire 40-acre Monument.  He has 
also worked during the past year on 
a “State of  the Parks” assessment of  
Great Basin National Park in Nevada, 
described elsewhere in this InSites.
Michael Timmons
      Interim Dept. Head/Associate Professor
Michael traveled to 8 different communities in Alaska in one week
Visiting Alums
Past alumni, David Barwich and Charles Everson from the 
class of 1951 visited the department in July.  Michael Timmons 
met with them
The department had surprise visitors one morning as David Barwich and Charles Everson, class of  ‘51 
stopped by.  The alums are 82 years old and have been 
friends since studying and receiving their degrees in 
landscape architecture.  Both were students of  Laval Morris 
and Kenji Shiozawa.  (Even before Craig Johnson’s time!)
     David attended the USU summer citizen program this 
year and Charles visited him and Logan from his home in 
California.  Both have had successful careers as landscape 
architects.  Their license numbers were some of  the first 
given in the State of  California.
     Charles donated a 14 volume set of  books to the 
department which detail the development of  Madinat 
Al Jabail Al Sinaiyah.  Charles was one of  the landscape 
architects who designed the city in Saudi Arabia.  
      He said he lived and worked in 125 degree heat during 
the project so our Cache Valley summer which hovered at 
near 100 for weeks was “doable”.     
In Their 80’s and Still Going Strong
Faculty
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Professor John C. Ellsworth, FASLA, has returned from 
last year’s sabbatical to resume 
teaching and research on campus.  
During his sabbatical, John worked 
on a research grant for the Utah 
Department of  Transportation 
developing a context-sensitive 
visual resource analysis and 
management program.  This 
on-going research supports three 
graduate research assistants.  He 
also continued work with two 
graduate research assistants on 
a grant with the City of  Logan 
developing a master plan for 
an Environmental Education 
Center as the final end-use for the 
landfill, sewage lagoons, mitigation 
John Ellsworth
               Professor, FASLA
wetlands, and effluent polishing 
wetlands areas just west of  Logan. 
John gave a presentation to the 
Intermountain GIS User’s Group 
(URISA) Conference at Tamarack 
Resort in Donnely, Idaho last 
Spring.  He also enjoyed some fly-
fishing on some newly discovered 
rivers (see photo of  20” brown 
trout, taken at “an undisclosed 
location”), and began to learn the 
techniques of  “spey” fly-fishing 
(two-handed casting with long, 
heavy-weight rods for steelhead 
and salmon). John is happy to 
be back on campus teaching and 
working with students on a daily 
basis. 
John won’t disclose the location for 
this catch
2007 found Professor Nicholson as usual teaching the City and 
Regional Planning class.  In the latter 
part of  this year’s class, students 
focused on transportation and 
mobility issues within the central 
core of  Logan City. Since Logan 
is looking at ways to reduce traffic 
congestion and increase pedestrian, 
transit and bicycling opportunities in 
the downtown, students found that 
a number of  invited guests attending 
class had a keen interest in their 
presentations.   John, in fact, was 
invited to present a summary of  the 
student projects to the Logan City 
Council.  
     John presented two papers last 
year.  At the Council of  Educators in 
Landscape Architecture conference in 
Vancouver B.C. he presented a paper 
entitled Urban Mobility and Grade 
Separation: the Vertical Dimension 
in Public Infrastructure.   John 
presented a similar paper to the 44th 
International Making Cities Livable 
conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  
The majority of  the attendees at 
this conference were local elected 
officials fairly even divided between 
the US and Canada.  Again the theme 
focused on walkable environments 
and in particular bridges, overpasses, 
underpasses, etc...
     John finally bought a van that is 
big enough to carry all of  his toys.  
Nicknamed “Big Blue” by some, 
Craig calls it the “Pope Mobile” even 
though it doesn’t have the bullet 
proof  glass reviewing platform 
attached to back.  Anyway, it is now 
the windsurfing vehicle of  choice 
for the Nicholson family trips to the 
coast of  Oregon.  John returned to 
the department in the fall looking tan 
and relaxed so we are guessing that he 
had a good time.
     During spring break 2008, Prof. 
Nicholson (along with Prof. Lavoie) 
will be doing a repeat of  their 
successful 2006 Paris and Berlin trip.  
19 students have registered for trip 
which focuses on modern projects 
completed within the last 30 years.  
Not to worry, they still have time 
to see the historical monuments…
Notre Dame, Eiffel Tower, Versailles, 
Reichstag, Bauhaus, etc...
John Nicholson
Associate Professor
Faculty
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This fall I taught the third year graduate studio and currently am teaching residential planning at the junior 
level.  The fall semester graduate student outreach project 
was a study of  the Teton Creek drainage in and near Driggs, 
Idaho.  The area and the creek are overflowing with issues 
– very rapid growth, escalating property values, loss of  
wildlife habitat, loss of  ag lands, dewatering of  the creek 
for irrigation, loss of  Yellowstone Cutthroat spawning 
opportunities because of  dewatering, etc., etc…. Needless 
to say it is an interesting project and we have learned a great 
deal.  Our purpose is to illustrate a number of  alternative 
futures that will help inform and educate the community 
of  the consequences of  making, or not making critical 
decisions.  The second phase of  the project will carry over 
to spring semester where Craig Johnson will combine the 
seniors and some of  the grads to do a detailed restoration 
plan along damaged parts of  the creek.  The graduate 
students from the fall class presented their findings in 
January and did a very good job, considering some of  what 
they said was not popular with all the groups represented.
     We completed our fifth charrette in February of  
Downtown Logan. The charrette is the beginning of  a 
large consulting effort that the city is sponsoring.  It was a 
great exercise and nice exposure for the students to a larger 
consulting effort.
David Bell
Associate Professor
     Our major extension effort this year has been the 
preparation of  equestrian concepts for Santaquin City. 
The city’s hope is to take advantage of  the great trail 
riding opportunities in and near Santaquin and build 
neighborhoods that have equestrian focus. Working 
with USU’s extension, equestrian specialists we have 
conceptualized how various sizes and types of  horse 
facilities can be integrated into the community. 
David Bell making 
sure everyone is in 
the right place for the 
San Pete Charrette
Kris Kvarfordt
Nancy Montieth
Adjunct Instructors
Nancy 
Montieth 
comes to us 
from Design 
Workshop 
in Salt Lake 
City.  She 
made the 
drive up 
twice per 
week in 
fall semester 
teaching 
Planting Design, because Craig Johnson 
is not on campus.   Craig returns Spring 
‘08 for one semester only.   Nancy is a 
‘02 MLA graduate of  LAEP.
Faculty
Blake 
Wright
The Department is very grateful for all 
our adjunct instructors.  We are lucky 
to have professionals willing to provide 
their expertise in studios when needed.
Kris Kvarfordt is helping out again this year.  So far we have kept him 
busy nearly every semester with one 
class or another.
Fall semester he taught one section 
of  Construction I and one section of  
Basic Graphics.  In spring he will teach 
our newest course, LAEP 1300 which 
introduces our students to computer 
applications early in the program.  A 
portion is CAD, drawing objects LAEP 
students can use instead of  nuts and 
bolts as was taught in engineering.  
Then he will also introduce them to 
Sketchup and Photoshop.
Kris works at an Engineering firm 
in Logan and continues to work 
on Planning for the Closure of  the 
Logan Landfill with John Ellsworth, 
which is his MLA project.  He and 
his wife live in Logan and have 5 
boys.
Blake Wright 
taught 
Construction 
Document 
Preparation 
fall semester.  
He works at Design West in Logan 
and has helped out in the department 
in the past.
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From the Graduate Studio
Brian is the creative 
spark behind 
the Sustainable 
Landscape 
Conference this 
year.  He spent 
last fall in Prague.  
Brian has a BA 
from the University 
of  Washington in 
Anthropology
Brian Mazzola
Dan currently is involved in the logistics of  
planning the 2008 
Sustainable Landscape 
Conference and working 
on his thesis.  Dan 
has worked in the 
department as a teaching 
assistant for various 
courses and two years 
ago went to Denver 
as a summer intern at 
David Jensen Associates. 
Dan received his BS at 
USU in Environmental 
Studies and has an associates 
from Weber State.
Dan Bolin
Megan is working 
with John Ellsworth on 
his grant from UDOT.  
Megan has also worked 
as a teaching assistant 
in the department. She 
met Thomas Dunford 
(senior LAEP student) 
while in the program 
and they married last 
year.  She has a degree 
in communications 
from So. Utah 
University. Megan Harvey-Dunford 
Audrey joined 
the MLA program 
with a degree in 
Horticulture from 
USU. 
Because of  the 
LAEP coursework 
she had already 
taken she is able to 
combine the 1st & 
2nd year courses. 
Audrey Lancaster
Jay Meneely
Jay is pictured 
here in Norway.  
He also traveled 
to Prague last 
year with Brian 
Mazzola.  He is a 
Canadian with a 
Bachelor of  Arts 
from the University 
of  British 
Columbia.
Third Year Grads
The LAEP Department is very fortunate to have an interesting group of  graduate students.  They 
come to the program from many different backgrounds 
and different parts of  the country.  Their willingness 
to work hard and produce quality products has been 
a real asset and a great help as teaching and research 
assistants.  Currently they are busy planning the 
Sustainable Landscapes Conference for 2008.
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Melanie Nichols
Graduate Students
Bronson defended his 
thesis in December 
and is now working on 
rewrites.  He recently 
started working full 
time.
He received his 
landscape management 
degree from BYU
Bronson Tatton
Angelie has a degree 
from BYU in English. 
She has worked at 
a garden center in 
Idaho for several 
years where she met 
landscape architects 
and consulted clients 
on design for gardens. 
The clients were so 
impressed with her 
creativity she decided 
to pursue an MLAAngelie Anderton
Third Year Grads
Second Year Grads
Sarah has finished 
her coursework and 
continues to work on 
a grant from the US 
Forest Service with 
Elizabeth Brabec and 
Craig Johnson.
She recently married 
and splits her time 
between Logan and 
Montana when she 
is not traveling on 
grants.  She has a BS in 
Landscape Contracting, 
Management from Penn State University
Sarah Sandherr-Rigard
 Ben has a bachelor’s 
degree from USU 
in Political Science 
and prior to starting 
the MLA program 
completed his MA 
in Irish Studies in 
Belfast, Ireland.  He is 
married to Pam who is 
an LAEP junior.  Ben 
received the David 
Jensen Scholarship for  
  07-08.Ben George
Laurie Hurst
Laurie came to 
the program after 
already working as a 
landscape designer in 
her own firm.  She 
received her BS from 
BYU in conservation 
biology with a botany 
emphasis.  She lives 
in Nibley Utah with 
her husband and 3 
daughters
Melanie has 
a landscape 
management degree 
from BYU.  She 
lives in Alaska in the 
summer.
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First Year Grads
Osmer Beck
Osmer has a BS 
degree from BYU in 
integrated studio art 
with a minor in natural 
resources.  He decided 
to get his MLA 
after working for a 
landscaping company.  
He is does freelance 
art work in his spare 
time.
Carmen comes to us 
from the Dominican 
Republic.  She was 
awarded a scholarship 
from her country 
to study in an area 
that would benefit 
the country when 
she returned.  She 
has a bachelor’s 
in Architecture 
from Universidad 
Iberoamericana.Carmen Castillo
Colleen Corballis
Colleen came to USU 
from Maryland.  She 
graduated from Bryn 
Mawr  with a degree in 
Biology.  She is using 
her GIS skills to work 
with Margie Borecki 
on her ADVANCE 
grant., and with 
Michael Timmons on a 
Pipe Springs National 
Monument Vegetation 
plan.
Sarah Gentry
Sarah has worked for 
several years with other 
LAEP graduates at The 
Greenhouse in Logan. 
She was encouraged 
to get her MLA.  
She graduated from  
University of  Southern 
Mississippi with a BA 
in Anthropology.
Chris Harrild
Chris graduated 
from Idaho State 
with a degree in 
International Studies. 
He is currently the 
teaching assistant 
for Introduction 
to Landscape 
Architecture and 
working on John 
Ellsworth’s UDOT 
grant. Skyler Westergard
Skyler graduated from 
BYU-Idaho with a 
degree in Horticulture 
- emphasis residential 
landscape design.  
He would like to 
concentrate on 
Community Planning/
Urban Design. 
Emily has a BA in 
History from BYU 
and an MA in History 
from USU.  She 
received the Presidential 
Fellowship.  Because of  
her historical expertise, 
Michael Timmons hired 
her for his Little Big 
Horn and Goldrush 
projects.
Emily Wheeler Lindsey Winkler
Lindsey is originally from 
Ohio, but comes to us from 
Alaska.  She already had 
the experience necessary 
for Michael Timmons’ 
Goldrush Trails project 
and started work this past 
summer.  She graduated 
from Oregon State with a 
degree in Natural Resources 
Management.
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As a part of  the departmental travel requirement for all LAEP graduates, 
faculty plan and host a spring field trip 
every year.  May of  07, Elizabeth Brabec 
and Peter Kumble returned to Italy with 
19 students, and led 8 students to Belize 
in April.   March ‘08 spring break Caroline 
Lavoie and John Nicholson will once again 
take students to Paris and Berlin, as they did 
in March of  ‘06.  John wrote the following 
story about the ‘06 trip.
Fourteen Landscape Architecture students 
braved the unusually cool European weather 
with their fearless leaders John and Caroline.  Arriving in a 
foggy sleep deprived delirium, franticly trying to cram into 
the crowded Metro, we soon realized that we were not in 
Kansas (err... I mean Utah) anymore.
     In Paris the Eiffel tower was bigger than we had 
imagined and the famous parks were amazing both in 
terms of  original design and their meticulous care and 
maintenance.  The Paris museums, Montmartre, Notre 
Dame, the Seine, and the Promenade Planteé all highlighted 
this city which exudes vibrancy and civility. Daniel Gauthier, 
a classmate of  Caroline’s who is now practicing in Paris, gave 
us an outstanding tour of  Versailles.  This was memorable 
not only because we were able to see Marie Antoinette’s faux 
village (a Timmons favorite) but also because we survived 
hypothermia sipping hot chocolate in the tea garden. 
     Berlin was in many ways was a radically different 
experience.  Flattened in WWII, divided in half  for 40 years 
and only recently established as the Capital of  Germany, 
Berlin offered a fascinating look at a variety of  approaches 
to modern urban design, architecture and landscape 
architecture. In the city planning office we marveled at the 
scale models of  Berlin showing not only its turbulent past 
but its ambitious future.  From the dome of  the Reichstag, 
while the colossal Potsdamer Platz / Sony Center complex 
dominated the view, it was surprising to see the vast areas of  
urban parks and open space.
     So far the Paris and Berlin experience is well received 
with our current students.   Seventeen have submitted their 
paperwork and deposits to travel in Spring ‘08.  Caroline 
and John have been very frustrated in the preparation for 
the trips because hotel and hostel accomodations are limited 
in both Paris and Berlin.  Getting places to stay has meant 
arriving at the department in the early morning hours to 
make overseas calls.  It is good Caroline speaks French and 
John German or the planning would not have worked out.
     In addition to the Italy trip in 07, Michael Timmons 
led students on a domestic trip to Southern California.  In 
order to lower the cost of  fulfilling the departmental travel 
requirement, faculty try to plan a US trip in addition to 
international experiences.  Next year preliminary plans are in 
the works for a trip to Chicago. 
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